Surveys: Merging qualitative and quantitative research methods.
Survey methodologies enable researchers to obtain information not routinely captured in electronic medical records, including how delivery of surgical care is perceived through the lens of a child, a parent or caregiver, or a surgeon. Here we describe the approach to using surveys to aid pediatric surgery practice. This article has two aims, (1) to review key concepts in survey creation, administration, and data management, and (2) to describe previously validated survey instruments in pediatric surgery and how to optimize selection of such instruments. The overarching goal of this primer is to give the pediatric surgeon an understanding of the approach to creating a practical survey to address the unique needs of children who require surgery.